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GUIDE TO FINDING U.S. GOVERNMENT 

DOCUMENTS IN THE NEWSPAPER & CURRENT 

PERIODICAL ROOM 

Newspaper & Current Periodical Reading Room 
Library of Congress, 101 Independence Ave. SE 
Madison Building, LM-133 
Washington, DC 20540-4760  
www.loc.gov/rr/news 

SERIAL AND GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS DIVISION 

The Library of Congress collects a wide variety of US Government Publications. The Serial & Government Publications  
Division has been considered a Federal Depository Library since 1979.  

Helpful Online Resources (Also Available Off-Site ) 

 
Library of Congress Online Catalog: http://catalog.loc.gov 
Search to locate holdings of U.S. Government documents in its Law Library and General Collections. 

CONGRESS.GOV 
Produced by the Library of Congress. 
Search major legislation, bills, public laws, the Annals of Congress, the Congressional Record and Index.  
Stay up-to-date with current activity  in Congress, search committee reports and historical documents, and find out more 
about the legislation process.  

GPO ‘s Federal Digital System (FDsys): http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys 
Published by the Government Printing Office. 
Search resources by branch (Executive, Legislative, and Judicial), or browse by publication title.  Search the catalog of US 
Government Publications, and  find federal documents for purchase at the U.S. Government Bookstore.  
Access the educational resource designed for educators and students K-12: Ben's Guide to U.S. Government.  

Catalog of U.S Government Publications (CGP):  http://catalog.gpo.gov/ 
The online version of the Monthly Catalog of U.S. Government Publications.  
Search the Congressional Serial Set, Government Serials & Periodicals, Congressional Publications, the historic shelf list, 
and bibliographic records of GPO Publications from the 1800’s to present. Also find links to Internet publications.  

Finding US Government Documents at the Library of Congress.   
http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/govdocsguide/  
Produced by the Library’s Humanities and Social Sciences Division. A guide to locating hearings, reports, the Con-
gressional Record and other government documents.  Includes free resources to use outside the Library.   

US Government Manual: http://www.gpoaccess.gov/gmanual/ 
Official handbook of the Federal Government; information on legislative, judicial, and executive branches, 1994 –2014. 

 

 

To request depository materials, complete a request form with the title of the document or publication, date or 
issue number, and the Superintendent of Documents (SuDocs) classification number.  The division keeps a ten-

year collection of depository materials.  Documents that are dated earlier than that might be found in the  
Library’s general collections.  

Monday through Friday 
2:00-3:00 (EST) 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/aska
lib/chat-news.html 
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*This list includes selected databases only.  For more information, visit the Library’s Electronic Resources page and select Government 
Documents under the Resource Types. ( http://eresources.loc.gov)  Additional guides to the U.S. government publications at the Library of 
Congress and links to the text of some U.S. government documents can be found on the N&CPR home page  (http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/
ncp.html). 
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Selected Electronic Databases* (Available on-site only) 

ProQuest Congressional—Provides comprehensive access to United States legislative information, including: hearings; reports; prints; docu-

ments; bills; laws; regulations; CRS Reports; and CIS Legislative Histories.  

U.S. Congressional Serial Set—Contains all the Reports, Documents, and Journals of the US Senate and House of Representatives from the 15th 

Congress to the 87th Congress, 2nd session, 1817 - 1962.  

HeinOnline Federal Register Library—Contains the Federal Register from its inception in 1936, the Code of Federal Regulations, the 

Administrative Procedure Act, Code of Emergency Federal Regulations, the U.S. Government Manual and the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents.  

American State Papers—Contains the legislative and executive documents of Congress during the period 1789 to 1838.  

Leadership Library— Contains  14 Yellow Books, listing organizations and individuals in government, the mass media, business, and nonprofit  

GPO Monthly Catalog from OCLC— Congressional reports, hearings, debates, and records; judiciary materials; and documents issued by execu-

tive departments . 1976-Present. 

Public Documents Masterfile— index of federal, state, local, and some international public documents. 1700’s– present.  

Resources in the Reference Collection 
Guide to U.S. Government publications. Call Number: Z1223.Z7 A574  2015 Edition 
Ask to see the 3-volume set at the Reference Desk.  
 
Monthly Catalog of U.S. Government Publications.  Call Number: Z1223. A18 
A monthly list of all publications issued through the Government Printing Office, arranged by department and 
bureau. Ceased publication in December 2004.  
 
Congressional Information Service (CIS). Publications of the United States Congress. Index to  
Congressional Publications and Legislative Histories. Call Number: KF49.C62 
Comprehensive source for researching congressional reports and hearings. Beginning with 1970, the set pro-
vides access to the documents through a variety of indexes. The abstracts give detailed summaries of the reports 
and hearings, along with the SuDoc numbers needed to locate them on the shelves. For information prior to 
1970, please consult: 
 CIS Congressional Committee Hearings Index. Call Number: KF40.C56 
 Indexes hearings from 1833-1969.  
 CIS Serial Set Index.  Call Number: Z1223.Z9 C65 
 Indexes the Serial Set from 1789-1969.  Contains documents from the US Senate and House of  
 Representatives, executive branch, and select non-governmental organizations.  

 


